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Current 

status

• A Furneaux Islands Marine Farming Plan was

developed in 1999.

• There is no salmon farming proposed in

the Furneaux Islands.

• Government is consulting on a Discussion Paper

to inform a 10-Year Salmon Plan.

Submissions close 31 August 2022.

• There will be public consultation on the draft

10-year Salmon Plan later this year.



Developing a 10-Year Salmon Plan

Underway

Completed 

August

• The Government has committed to 
continuing to support the salmon 
industry and to achieve this through 
a new long-term strategic plan.

• The new 10-Year Salmon Plan will 
set a vision for what a modern, 
sustainable and innovative Tasmanian 
aquaculture industry can be in 2033, 
and what steps Government should 
take to achieve that vision.



Developing a 10-Year Salmon Plan

Discussion Paper:

• Outlines strategic drivers for the aquaculture

sector, including Tasmanian salmon, proposed

policy outcomes Government could seek to

enable a sustainable, resilient and innovative

industry, and presents a range of focus areas for

consideration.

• Six-week public consultation period includes

web-based submissions, online feedback

sessions and engagement with key stakeholders.

• All submissions received on the Discussion

Paper are being considered in the development

of the draft 10-year Salmon Plan and will be

reported on later this year.

Consultation closes 31 August 2022.



• The Furneaux Island Marine Farming 

Development Plan establishes ten zones 

that provide for finfish farming. This Plan 

was established over 20 years ago.

• There are presently no finfish leases.

• The Department is not aware of any 

potential interest for salmon farming in 

the Furneaux Islands area.

Marine Farming Furneaux Islands

• The 1999 Furneaux Islands Marine Farming Development Plan can be accessed 

from NRE Tas website: https://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculture/marine-farming-

development-plans/current-marine-farming-development-plans

https://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculture/marine-farming-development-plans/current-marine-farming-development-plans


Existing 

zones in 

Furneaux 

Islands
• Currently strong interest in diverse aquaculture

• Projects underway relating to seaweed in other 

zones around the State



10-Year 

Salmon 

Plan

• Zones - maximum lease area in each zone -

what types of fish may potentially be farmed

• Ten zones identify that finfish as a species that 

could be farmed.

• In the last 20 years no leases have been 

granted for the purpose of salmon farming or 

any other finfish farming

• No interest has been shown in applying for 

lease areas for the purpose of salmon farming

Flinders Island and Furneaux Group

Yellow outline – zones that 

include finfish

Red outline – only current lease 

(not finfish)

Green outlines – all zones



10-Year 

Salmon 

Plan

• Process before any finfish farming could take 

place includes EIS and public consultation.

• Mapping can be viewed at 

www.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap (and add layers 

under ‘aquaculture’ category)

Flinders Island and Furneaux Group

Yellow outline – zones that 

include finfish

Red outline – only current lease 

(not finfish)

Green outlines – all zones

http://www.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap


Science 

and 

research

• Fisheries Research and Development 

Corporation (Australian Government)

• CSIRO

• UTas Institute for Marine and Antarctic 

Studies (IMAS)

• Environmental

• Social

• Economic



Statewide Spatial Planning Exercise - 2021

• Government asked IMAS to use available 

data to see where might be potentially 

suitably for salmon farming

• Demonstrates potential opportunities for 

offshore finfish aquaculture in Tasmania 

under various modelled scenarios.

• Has potential to support development of 

Government policy and marine farming 

planning processes.



• Identifies areas potentially 

suitable for finfish that 

minimise conflict with other 

uses (e.g. commercial, 

recreational fishing).

• It does not form part of any 

plan or proposal for salmon 

farming.

• Scientific studies, EIS and 

community consultation would 

be needed if any area was 

proposed for development (no 

areas currently proposed).

Statewide Spatial Planning Exercise

• Access the report: 

https://imas.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0

009/1558341/REPORT-Statewide-Finfish-

Planning-Exercise-Dec2021-updated-

Mar2022.pdf

https://imas.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1558341/REPORT-Statewide-Finfish-Planning-Exercise-Dec2021-updated-Mar2022.pdf


• Presents current operational salmon farming 

information

• Access information about: 

• Regulation

• Operations

• Environment

• Biosecurity

• Link to this site is salmonfarming.nre.tas.gov.au

Salmon 

Portal

http://www.salmonfarming.nre.tas.gov.au/


Where to 

now?

• A Furneaux Islands Marine Farming Plan was 
developed in 1999.

• There is no salmon farming proposed in the 
Furneaux Islands.

• Government is consulting on a Discussion Paper 
to inform a 10-Year Salmon Plan. 
Submissions close 31 August 2022.

• There will be public consultation on the draft 10-
year Salmon Plan later this year.

Summary




